Proteomics: advances in biomarker discovery.
The challenges encountered by proteomic researchers seeking diagnostic, prognostic and mechanistic markers were the subject of the 1-day meeting, Proteomics: Advances in Biomarker Discovery hosted by EuroSciCon. The speakers had a broad range of clinical and basic science interests, and presented data using a number of proteomic platforms to search for discriminant biomarkers of disease in easily accessible bodily fluids including serum and urine. Several potential pitfalls for proteomic researchers were mentioned and the potential of collaborative networks between research institutions to increase the size and power of clinical studies was discussed. Overall, the meeting highlighted the exciting opportunities that proteomic techniques offer for discovering not only diagnostic but also prognostic and mechanistic markers of a number of clinically important diseases.